DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

opera, which had furnished bright spots in her sad
childhood, but which had lain hibernating through
her widowhood, was alive again ;   companies came
down from  London  to  perform  in  the Waterloo
chamber, or she had a concert, " a great treat," with
Edouard and Jean de Reszke and Melba to sing to
her.    Guests to dine and sleep were constant visitors
at Windsor and at Osborne where for so many years
such   entertainment   had   been   scanty.   She   took
immense pride in the title Lord Beaconsfield had
with difficulty procured for her from a very dis-
respectful Parliament, and as Empress of India she
felt she ought to learn Hindustani.   For this pur- -
pose  she procured  an  Indian,  Abdul Karim, the
son of a native doctor, to give her daily lessons, and
when Indian Princes visited her she took a child-
like pleasure in speaking a few words to them in their
own tongue.   Originally Abdul Karim's office had
been to wait behind her chair at table, but so servile
a task, even though he waited on Her, would have
meant loss of caste, so she made him Munshi Abdul
Karim, Indian secretary and tutor to Her Majesty.
He lived at Frogmore  Cottage when she was at
Windsor, and had quarters of his own at Balmoral
and Osborne.   He became a person of considerable
importance,   and  when   Lord   Wolseley,   as   Com-
mander-in-Chief, was bidden to Balmoral, he was
rather surprised,  as he  drove from Ballater in a
station-cab, to meet the Munshi taking the air in a
Royal carriage.   Besides  this  tutor  she had  other
Indian attendants of lower caste, who propelled her
wheeled chair along the corridors and waited on her
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